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was established in June 1998 by eight organisations of children and youth. ČRDM is the national youth council in the Czech Republic and a reliable partner of government administration. It is composed of almost 100 non-governmental children and youth organisations with more than 205 000 individual members – the organisations range from very small to the biggest ones, 6 regional youth councils are members of ČRDM as well.

The mission of the ČRDM
is to promote conditions for quality life and overall development of children and young people. ČRDM fulfils its mission by supporting non-formal education and activities of its members, especially by creating legal, economical, social and cultural conditions suitable for their activities. ČRDM represents interests of its members towards home and foreign bodies, organisations and institutions.

Activities and projects of ČRDM

Bambiriáda
Bambiriáda is ČRDM’s most important contribution to the support of public promotion of non-formal education of children and youth and organisations working with/for them. In 2006 this large four days long presentation of children and youth’s activities was held for the 8th time in 26 towns throughout the whole Czech Republic and was visited by more than 170 000 children, young people, parents and politicians.

Children and Youth Associations

Bambiriáda is unbeatably the biggest opportunity for Children & Youth Associations and Leisure Time Centers in the Czech Republic to introduce their activities. It was organized by the Czech Council of Children and Youth at the end of May already twelve times. In this year more than hundred of Children and Youth Associations and Children and Youth Centers and similar initiatives in at least thirteen towns can show to more than 200,000 visitors - children, young people, parents, politicians and the wide society in all regions - how they contribute to the joy, personal growth and meaningful use of leisure time of children and young people. Over the twelve years the event has gained a high recognition. A number of public administration institutions are involved in its organization and the media shows an increasing interest for it.

Bambiriáda in 2010

· The twelfth year of Bambiriáda will turn into “the tourist information center“ where all the visitors will learn how to get to the nearest youth center.
The visitors will be guided by exhibitors from different organizations and youth initiatives. Together they will create the entrance reception and welcome every participant. The visitors will also be provided with the information about activities that interest them. The exhibitors will help them to find the youth clubs near their homes or schools through database of free time activities in the Czech Republic. In the same time, the visitors will receive maps according to their region and there they can find list of local youth clubs or unit.
.
Bambiriáda Going International

It has already been a few years since Bambiriáda does not take place only in the Czech Republic: it was already held also in Slovakia and Poland. Some Czech towns organize Bambiriáda meetings with young people and volunteers who are involved in after-school activities and who come from partner towns from abroad.
In the frame of Bambiriáda the charity gathering for the improvement of educational conditions in Kosovo will continue. This time the Grammar school in Podujevo is a beneficiary of the action including the same partners from 2009. 

Publications and media
Archa is ČRDM’s information magazine on education and use of the leisure time of children and youth. 8 issues are published every year, each with a different main topic.
ČRDM runs information portal www.adam.cz – the main “meeting place” of children and youth’s associations with the public.

PR and lobbying activities
Award of the ČRDM “Přístav” – The award is intended for public administration’s politicians for their support of non-formal education activities of/with children and youth. In 2006 it was awarded to five personalities who can be good examples to the others.
Amendment of the Civil Code – ČRDM was represented on negotiations regarding the complex novel of this important act, which will also govern the area of association of citizens. ČRDM acquired a grant for organisation of two seminars, where the representatives of youth NGOs have the opportunity to express their standpoints and thus influence the shape of the forthcoming code.
Other lobbying – ČRDM’s workgroup “State” holds many discussions with politicians to get their support and to lobby for an acceptable legal environment and reasonable regulations for youth work.
Exhibition – ČRDM organised in both chambers of the Czech Parliament photography exhibition of buildings which were devastated during the period of communism and now were given to youth organisations and need funds for renovation.

Support to participation and competitions
Round tables with interesting personalities – ČRDM, in co-operation with National Parliament of Children and Youth, invites interesting personalities (e.g. members of Czehc and European Parliament, sportsmen, specialists in youth issues) to meet young people, answer their questions and share their ideas about youth work and its importance in today’s society with them.
ČRDM co-operates with the Chamber of historical monuments on the competition “My country in the heart of Europe”. The main aim of the competition is to motivate children and young people to be interested in their country’s cultural heritage and its protection.

Campaigns
ČRDM is the national coordinator of the campaign All Different – All Equal. The aim of this pan-European campaign is to encourage and enable young people to participate in building of peaceful societies based on human rights, diversity and inclusion, in a spirit of respect, tolerance and mutual understanding.
ČRDM participates in the campaign Young People: For a Life without Tobacco? Its main objective is to inform about tobacco policies, as well as to increase the possibilities of youth organisations in the EU and national policy making, particularly concerning Health and Tobacco.

Support to the associations
In ČRDM’s office, qualified employees devote their time and skills to the service and support of member organisations.
Insurance – ČRDM arranges and administrates casualty, travel and liability insurance for children and youth’s associations.
Seminars – every year ČRDM organises various seminars and discussions focusing on actual issues and problems, for its member organisations. Well-known is the regular annual Meeting in the Senate of the Czech Parliament, where the most important issues of the support of non-formal education are discussed with the politicians.

