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Youth activites in Olomouc Region by Anton Kuzmin
The Young Europeans Active in the Olomouc Region is an interactive project that offers a wide range and comprehensive attitude towards youth education in European affairs. Its main aim is to increase the knowledge of young people in Olomouc Region and let them participate in activities directly connected with the European issues and the affairs of the European Union. 

Our project was initiated and co-ordinated by the Olomouc Region Authority in close co-operation with the Europe Direct centre in Olomouc and non-profit organization Eutis in September 2007. One of the reasons to start the project was a need to see young people more closely connected with what is going on in Europe, to give them an idea of what the European identity is about and that belonging to Europe is not only something they often hear about but something they can be part of and be active in as well. 

We wanted to find out a way how to combine entertainment and education to present our ideas to young people in the Olomouc Region and what evolved from this process was something we call “an umbrella for young Europeans”. This umbrella is de facto a project covering several initiatives aiming at reaching our above mentioned goal and it covers the following 5 areas of activities: 

Simulation of the Council of the EU for secondary schools

Do you know how the European institutions work? Do you want to become a representative of your country to the European Union? Can you find a compromise? Do you want to learn diplomatic skills? 
Our project of the Council of the European Union simulation put these and many other questions to young Europeans in the Olomouc region who were interested to become part of something unique and innovative. 
Since the project started in October 2007 we were trying to attract young people and offer them the chance to participate in this educational project that took place throughout the first months of the year 2008. During this time young participants could experience the real atmosphere of meetings at high levels, present and advocate official statements of EU states during the meetings of their particular committees, and at a final conference opened by one of the Czech representatives to the European Parliament Mr. Jan Březina. 

At the end of the project in April 2008 we motivated our young Europeans by giving them certificates about their participation and also a price for the winners best communicating position of represented state that included a trip to Brussels. 

Europe Day which is organized by EUROPE DIRECT Olomouc, Children and Youth Center Olomouc and United Games of Nations is an exceptional project for young Europeans in terms of its program.
Europe Day is an exceptional project for young Europeans in terms of its program. We designed an interactive program and competition for primary and secondary students in the Olomouc Region consisting of presentation of 27 EU member states made by the students themselves, each group selects a country and prepares and decorates its own stand where students provide public with information on the culture of their state, give them quizzes about the state, etc. The best stand wins the competition. The main price and motivation is an international exchange trip. The competition is followed by celebrations taking place at the main square in Olomouc.

EUROPE DIRECT Activities

There are seminars and competitions organized by the Europe Direct Olomouc carried out on the regional level. The emphasis is put on the possibilities of working and studying abroad. Young people show high interest in these topics. To give you at least some example here we have the Eurobox 2009 knowledge competition (planned again for autumn 2010) in which almost 1200 students of primary and secondary schools took part. Moreover, the Network of 12 European Information Centres in the Olomouc Region established by the Europe Direct Olomouc organizes projects, workshops, competitions focusing on the European Union with the emphasis on the youth. These activities are carried out on local level in smaller cities. 

Do you speak European?

In co-operation with the Assembly of the European Regions we have successfully included the project Do you speak European within the “umbrella for young Europeans”. For the first time and as the only region in the Czech Republic we organized this inspirational and original competition in April 2008 in which seven teams fought for the first place. Students aged 14-18 could present their views and visions on Europe and participate in an international debate competition that continues throughout the year. 

Youth Ambassador

Our project involved introducing this very innovative competition of Young Ambassadors and gave the chance to Young Europeans in the Olomouc Region to participate in it. We are very proud to inform you that a Czech student won this year’s round with his project “Debating Tournament for the Healthier Surrounding”. The activity was organised as a five round debate tournament for more than 100 pupils of the high schools and the higher classes of the middle schools, aged between 14 and 20. Students had to express their own opinion on the themes they received along with the invitation for the event (for example: "we should recycle more than now", "we should introduce more environment-friendly public transportation", "protecting of the green belts have to be changed". They had about 1 month time to prepare their viewpoints. A jury of judges was made up of members of the Youth county council of the Olomouc Region.  
