Report from workshop on young people and participation

1. How can young people participate in the shaping of the future of Europe? 
1i. Young people need a motive to engage with Europe. There appear to be three groups according to the stages of membership of the EU. Young people in 'old Europe' perceive the growing Europe as a threat. In 'new' Europe young people engage because they see the opportunities it offers. In accession countries many young people have not yet become aware of the opportunities.

If young people are to be tempted to engage, they must be provided with a motive and information about the benefits that make sense to them. Much of the information provided currently just explains what it is and how it works.
1ii. Young people should be offered a relevant Citizenship education throughout primary and secondary education involving debate, discussions, projects and mock voting in order to develop the skills required to engage in their community and the political arena beyond. It should include active engagement in community life because, once engaged, many young people discover that there are personal rewards and benefits. Once completed, the voting age should be reduced to 16. They will then be better informed than many existing voters.
To achieve this:

· national education ministers should introduce active citizenship discipline into the curriculum from primary level onwards, which would focus on ways for young people to fully participate in community life, according to their age 

· opportunities should be available for young people to participate in debate about things that interest them, organise and participate in elections on those issues, elections on school excursions and trips, 

· children’s rights should be a key to this part of the curriculum 

· at the secondary level there should be opportunities for young people to take part in voluntary work, NGOs, charities, community/environmental groups. 

· international / national politics should be a compulsory part of Citizenship education  - but made relevant to the lives of young people.
1iii. Developing links with other young people in other member countries will encourage an understanding that young people have more similarities than difference and reduce suspicion of those in other parts of the EU.
1iv. Youth councils and parliaments start within schools or other youth organisations and develop into the local, national and international community. The crucial factor in any of these organisations is that their voice is heard. Reports of the failure of city councils to respond in anyway to the proposals of youth councils does not encourage young people to engage. Young people from two cities both commented on the failure of their city councils to make changes to the bus services to meet their needs or give them any explanation about why changes were impossible. If you people are to be encourages to participate in a democratic model, their views must carry weight.
To achieve this:

· A direct commitment should be envisaged and established, by National   Governments and European Institutions, with regards to the inclusion of Youth in the decision making process, as well as there having to be an adequate communication of said commitment 

· Through the promotion and furtherance of the European YOUTH programme 

· Age Quotas should be introduced, there are questions if it should be done by law 

· Voting age for all elections should be from the age of 16 ad people should be allowed to run for elections from 16 years of age. 

· The reason behind this is to increase participation in the political process, 

· That in many countries at the age of 16 youths finish they compulsory formal education 

· Youths are maturing more quickly 

· E.g. In some EU member states one can marry at 17 and can’t vote till 18 

· Ends the disparity between voting age and running for elections, and this is to be seen in context of active citizenship 

1v. Young people who participate in youth councils are often have strong communication skills, are well educated and come from backgrounds where political discussions take place at a high level. If all young people are to be encouraged to engage, this group must be widened. The development of ‘think tanks’ drawn at random from across society would give a voice to a broader cross section – and while not democratic, would contribute a wider perspective on issues and help to offer an opportunity to the disengaged. They could be established when major issues are in need of public debate and given high profile coverage in media which attracts the attention of young people.
1vi. Financial support must be available to support youth activities.

How to ensure young people's participation in the developments of polices that concern them?

In light of the above comments the EU should:
· Establish national youth affair’s councils: 50% ministries, 50% youth representatives; same as on local level in every country

· More promotion of European youth programs and more funding, easier access to programs 

· Annual youth report from the national ministeries & national youth councils' with reporting to European commission, European report with feedback of concrete achievements. This should involve feedback from young peope on the ahievements of councils and ministries. These should be given public prominence.
· Strengthen & promote European youth events – participation of organized and non-organized young people, establish and improve national youth events conditions: obligation for youth ministers to come to the event & meet the young delegation, evaluation of events and feedback (follow-up) at next meeting: progress report

· One person working on youth affairs in every general directory & in every commission (ensuring youth friendliness) 

2. How to strengthen a European youth civil society?
3. Education starting at a young age, that promotes the generation of ideas and opinions, thus in turn generating Active Citizenship 

4. More non-formal, regional and less affiliated education 

5. Making communication about Participatory action more transparent and direct, starting at the closest level to Youths possible and bringing it down to their specific interests 

6. Educating ministries and decision makers through formal and non-formal learning processes, to generate effective ideas ad listen to and take in the ideas and suggestions of relevant organisations and individuals. 

7. Authorities should give more of an ‘ear’ to NGOs and representative bodies. 

8. Giving youth structures/ councils official partnership status at local, national and European level i.e. an official Europe wide law that would recognise said structures as civic partners 

9. Youth structures and National Youth Councils should be given recognition as consultative bodies. 

10. An age quota should be set for all levels of governance – local, national and European 

11. Informal and formal meetings with politicians/ policy makers and youths should be held regularly, so as each might listen and take note of ideas, suggestions, complaints etc. 

12. Youths should get involved in NGOs as due to togetherness and force of numbers, convincing authorities that dialogue is necessary, would be easier 

13. There should be respect and equal partnership with authorities and Youth organisations 

14. Dialogue should be transparent and goal oriented 
15. Giving youth structures and NYC structured partnership with Gov both on a European Wide and National level 

16. An official Europe wide law should be implemented that would recognise the social partnership 

17. Official Recognition of Social partnership in Policy creation 

18. Local Youth Councils 

19. If no Youth Structures exist they should be created 

20. Material that authorities send out are Youth proofed and accessible ( goes more with question 3) 

21. How to shape the structured dialogue between youth organization and the EU?

. Ensure youth participation on EU-Level (representative) 

· Quotas 

·  Lowering voting age 

· Right to be elected at same age as voting age 

· Official statistics on how many young people are represented in national and European parliaments 

2. The Youth Proofing article (executive: NYC) – additional: obligatory consultation of youth in decision-making processes 

3. Implementation 

· Cross-sectoral: Youth chapters in governmental programs 

· Official results of evaluation and progress 

· Youth ombudsmen 

· Youth coordinators 

· commissions 

4. Youth organizations must be strengthened (support of funding (e.g. Youth in Action budget), programs etc.), sustainability of support should be guaranteed! 

· There should be cross sectoral committees in which youths may be participatory members 

· NGOs and National Youth Council’s should be consulted and participate in decision making processes, as well as the evaluation of such 

· Education should start involving, educating and developing an interest in social policy at a young age 

· Information should be provided 

· Possibilities for participation should be created, such as project funding, workshops, debates etc… 

· Authorities should seek to have an independent evaluation of key policies – always ask youths 

· Every law/ policy in the process of being passed on a governmental level, should be amended in the light of its effects on youths in the long term 

· Youths should have equal participation on local and regional council committees 

· There should be a Youth Quota in Elections 

· Simulation exercises and games of plenary or parliamentary sessions participated in by Youths, should have a direct effect on Ministerial, Decision making and policy levels 

· Government funded projects conducted by Youths aught to have a direct effect on public sectors 

· Inter- departmental working practices on a governmental level should be used as a model of best practice in this respect. 

· Youths should be trained to effect active citizenship, this could be done through peer to peer education. These youths should also be compensated for say travel costs, education

· A pact for dialogue 

o Done on a European level and implementable on a national level 

o Provides information 

o Best practices implementation ideas 

o Existing structures being used to the optimum 

o Constant re-evaluation 

o Leads to Partnership for dialogue and evaluation 

o Creation of a partnership with NGOs, social services and service providers that: 

· Have partnership committees 

· Reporting 

· Access and structure to information 

· Monitoring

· Structured evaluation and quality indictors 

· Research into youth issues 

