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Actors and Structures

Public authorities - National public authorities

Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic 

Ministry of Education of SR – Department of children and youth n(number of all young people from the ages of 13 and 30: 1 551 048) insure the roles in the field of non formal education of children and youth mainly in these directions: Preparation of conceptual and decisive materials in this field, metodical management of activities of free time centres and school centres of spare-time activities, international cooperation in the field of children and youth, financial support of youth policy. 

Youth councils

The Youth Council of Slovakia 

The Youth Council of Slovakia (RMS) is an umbrella organisation – an association of nongovernmental not-for-profit children’s and youth organization. In 2009 it represented 42 children’s and youth organisations. The basic aim of the Council is to influence the national policy in favour of conditions creating for youth and children with respect to the Slovak legal system. The council participates in the implementation of Concept of state policy towards children and youth in the Slovak Republic until the year 2010. The Youth Council of Slovakia became a partner organization to the Ministry of Education in February 2000. The Youth Council of Slovakia is also the official representative of Slovak youth in international youth organisations and platforms. It actively participated on the establishment of the European Youth Forum and it is present in the Commission of the EYF for relations with the EU and in the Council of Europe Steering Committee for Youth. 

National Programmes on youth

Každý iný – všetci rovní – All different - All equal: program which is the appeal of The Council of Europe to support of variousness, human rights and participation pointed on young people. In Slovakia from december 2005 till the end of year 2010. 

The Youth Council of Slovakia (RMS) is an umbrella organisation of children and youth organisations. The Youth Council of Slovakia unites organisations with various target regardless of political, religious, national and ethnic status. The Youth Council of Slovakia was registrated in 1990 in accordance with civic association law, and covers whole territory of the Slovak Republic. 
Targets of the Youth Council of Slovakia

The main target of the Youth Council of Slovakia is to influence state policy in compliance with legal order and to create conditions for the universal, free and democratic development of children and young people and to achieve their legitimate interests. 

RMS cooperates actively with partner organisations in abroad, with international governmental and non-governmental organisations and authorities involved on behalf of children and young people. It also collaborates with state authorities and those civic associations active in the field of interests of the Youth Council of Slovakia. 

In relation to their members, observers and also to other subjects oriented on the help and the work for children and youth, the RMS provides counselling, methodical and informational services and contributes in the creating of financial resources for the activity of children and youth organisations. 

One of the services provided is informational service which notifies about actual news, important deadlines, steps taken in the field of the youth policy, new training and international offers etc. 

Every year projects arise from the requests and the needs of member organisations of the RMS. Projects with annual periodicity are trainings, informational or thematically oriented leaflets and brochures, meetings with state and governmental representatives, festivals of children and youth activities, various international projects, regional youth councils’ cooperation and publishing of our own magazine called Youth Forum about youth policy, children and youth work and many others. 

We are one of the creators of the international project called premjer.net which purpose is to serve as a modern and effective communications channel among national, regional youth council at the European level. 

In regard to the voluntary base of work of children and youth organisations the RMS makes an effort to improve the professional level of volunteers. First of all, we can mention the distribution of information about the youth policy, social life, grants and financial sources, international activities, philanthropy and the reminders to documents concerning the non-profit sector. 

The important index for the RMS is the existence of children and youth-related social problems and it endeavours to react to these and to contribute to their settlement. 
Youth policy in the Slovak Republic

After the victory of democracy in 1989, in former Czechoslovakia were drawn up some principles of the state policy in regard with children and youth, ratified in January 1992, but for the whole period there was no evaluation of accomplishing the individual aims.

Some of the most important impulses for the formation of new and real national youth policy were recommendations of the European Council published in the resolution no. 6 in April 1998 and the conclusions from the I. World Conference of Ministers responsible for youth (so-called Lisbon Conference, in August 1998). The inspiration for the formation of the long-term policy conception in regard with children and youth in the Slovak Republic was also the recent discussion in the countries of the European Communities, what lead to the so-called White Paper document. This was one of the reasons, why the Government Council for Children and Youth initiated a pilot group for the creation of draft of the Principles of the state policy in regard with children and youth, what first meeting took place on 26. June 2000.

Every nation (state) and Slovakia also, needs to ratify the long-term policy in regard with children and youth, based on an agreement of all social and political partners, what should show independence, solidarity, responsibility and activity. This policy should be comprehensive, responding to all non-government children and youth organisations in the country, as well as to all ministries. Not only in Europe, but in the entire world there is a strong need for governments to form, to ratify and to implement together with civic society and youth organisations, such a long-term policy, what through the mediation of youth, will create the future of a nation and at the same time of the whole world. 

We are proud to announce, that at the very beginning of the formation of this long-term policy, young people themselves and the representatives of the Youth Council of Slovakia were involved. The Government Council for Children and Youth at its sitting in October 2001 ratified the conception of the state policy in regard with children and youth in the Slovak Republic until the year 2007. The preparation of this conception was based on detailed report focused on the recent conditions for work with children and youth in the Slovak Republic during the period 1990 - 2000. There is a preparation of the Law about Youth in progress, based on this conception.

The Youth Council of Slovakia is taking an active part in the formation of the youth policy in Slovakia and also it represents that at the European forum. Besides, it co-operates in the preparation of many documents, what are concerning youth problematic, as for example the Conception of Development of Education – Millenium, and together with the representatives of children and youth organisations and the Ministry of Education, it prepared a financial guideline for children and youth organisations.

The long-term youth policy has a clear vision, what men and women are needed to the future. The Youth Council of Slovakia wants to create and to support the society, based on the positive characteristic features of its individuals and underline this process with a global attitude, including family, school and civic society. Concrete activities in the framework of the youth policy 

1. representing of children and youth 

2. meetings with representatives of important nongovermental organisaiotns 

3. participation on the National Convention, Govermental Council of children and Youth , conferences etc. 

4. coordination of the regional youth councils 

5. communication and collaboration with state represenatives and ministries of our interests

Partners of RMS

The Student Council of Higher Education Institutions of Slovak Republic 
Študentská rada vysokých škôl SR (ŠRVŠ SR), (here and after SC HEI) is in accordance with the Higher Education Act No. 172/1990 of the Law Code in the version of the Act No. 324/1996 of the Law Code, representative of the higher education students in Slovakia. The SC HEI started to function in March 1997 when it forged the following goals: to represent higher education students to the state authorities and to protect their rights and freedom. The SC HEI has active members from all the higher education institutions in Slovak Republic. In 1997 and 1998 the SC HEI had to fight for “its survival” with a authoritarian government. After the elections in 1998 the SC HEI was recognized as a partner for the Ministry of Education in the field of higher education students. During the fall of 1999 and spring 2000 SC HEI cooperated with the Ministry of Education and higher education institutions representatives on preparation of the proposal of the new conception of Higher Education in Slovakia. The new conception was meant to reflect new European trends in higher education. The new conception was adopted by the Government of Slovak Republic in August 2000. During fall 2000 SC HEI participated at the preparation of proposal of Ministry of Education of new Act on Higher Education. 

The Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic 
The ministry in co-operation with the Youth Council of Slovakia prepares various documents about youth policy and expresses its standpoints over decisions made by the Ministry of Education in regard with issues of children and youth in Slovakia. The Youth Council of Slovakia has been an official partner of the Ministry of Education for two years, according to capability to fulfil the conditions for receiving financial support and it is recognised as an umbrella organisation. They also prepare conferences and seminars about children and youth in co-operation with the Ministry of Education. They co-operate as partners in the management of the Slovak Youth Foundation, in what they are the establishers together with the Ministry of Education and the Student Council of Higher Education Institutions. 

His page informs you about the members of the supreme body of the Youth Council of Slovakia which is the Board consisting of 7 members headed by the President. Their activities are supervised by the Revision committee of the RMS. All members of the Board are nominated by the member organisations of the RMS. 

The secretariat of the RMS is subordinate to the authority of the President and it provides administrative and service tasks. There is an Executive Director at the head of the Secretariat to whom the employees and project managers are subordinate in authority. There is an International Department within the frame of the RMS which provides numerous international activities and particular function has the manager of the media and internet department who coordinates all of our outputs. At last there is the department for economics and the department for regional policy. The Secretariat itself is run by those on civil service. 

Regional Youth Councils

The aim of the Regional Councils is to associate children and youth organisations working in the individual areas and to help to create suitable conditions for full development of children and youth.

The objective of the activity of the Regional Councils is:

according to the legislative, influence the policy of the state to create conditions for full, free and democratic development of children and youth in the name of realisation of their legitimate interests and to contribute to the development of state regional policy towards the youth, 

to contribute to the creation of conditions for activities of children and youth organisations and for co-ordinated emphasising their common interests,

to co-operate actively with partner organisations home and abroad, with international, government and non-government organisations and institutions, which develop activities with benefits for children and youth, 

to co-operate with state institutions and civic associations, what are active in the field of interests of the Regional Council, 

to provide counselling, methodical and informative services for member organisations,

to co-operate in the establishment of financial resources for activities of children and youth organisations... 

