Draft: Workshop YOUTH AND PARTICIPATION
Main questions to be answered: 

1. How can young people be included in designing the future of Europe?
2. How to ensure young people's participation in the developments of polices that concern them?

3. How to strengthen a European youth civil society?

4. How to shape the structured dialogue between youth organization and the EU?

Participation of youth in Europe 

Education 

- Citizenship education to be enrolled into the school curriculum from a much earlier age. Thus developing and interest in participation in social policy. 

- informing/educating about European institutions and structures is essential in order to encourage young people to take part in shaping the future of Europe 

- Education stimulates active participation in the society 

- Harmonization of political education in schools to ensure an equal base of information for everyone. 

- promoting participation in the society through non/formal education 

- Peer to peer education – encourage people to participate 

Information / Communication 

- annual reports from the national governments on how the youth policy has been implemented, to be send out to the Commission, in order to get a European report on how youth policies have been implemented, this shall take place on permanent basis. 

o Reports ought to be as concrete as possible 

- more efficient information and promotion of the Youth Program 

- Making communication about Participatory action more transparent and direct, starting at the closest level to Youths possible and bringing it down to specific interests. 

Representative participation 

- Dialogue is stronger than consultation 

- Social partnership with decision makers and service providers 

- Authorities should listen and appreciate youth representative bodies more; this could be achieved by establishing a youth coordinator office in key areas, 

- Equal youth participation within political decision making processes on a local, national and European level, i.e. young people working directly with decision makers and service providers. 

- A structural dialogue should be established. This should be done on a European level and implemented on both - European and national level. 

- Young people should be involved in every aspect of the decision making process from the beginning to the end. Therefore we strongly suggest implementing and developing in all member states the youth proving article. This avoids tokenism and ensures young peoples voices to be heard. 

- Young people in Europe are welcoming the European constitution. We consider the European constitution a good step towards more democracy and transparency, but we do also see a need for further development. Young people are the future of Europe; therefore the article III-282 on youth must be paramount. More transparency and democracy can be achieved by direct elections to European institutions and through European lists for the elections. 

Question 1 

- Form a good base for making direct democracy on EU-level possible: 

1. Improve education: Harmonization of political education in schools to ensure an equal base of information for everyone 

2. Improve information and transparency on EU topics and structures 

3. Turn to direct voting including a European list. 

- Implement the general principle of improved information and transparency for improved participation. 

- We vote for a European constitution and consider it a good step towards more democracy and transparency but we think further development is necessary and the youth article has to be included. 

- Make it an official part of the job description of MEP’s to support, consult and mentor young people and promote young people’s opinion on European level. 

Question 2 

- Establish national youth affair’s councils: 50% ministries, 50% youth representatives; same as on local level in every country
- Education and information for /about European identity, European citizenship form early age in order to make the concept of “Europe” understandable and touchable 

- More promotion of European youth programs and more funding, easier access to programs 

- Annual youth report from the national ministeries & national youth councils' with reporting to European commission, European report with feedback of concrete achievements 

- Strengthen & promote European youth events – participation of organized and non-organized young people, establish and improve national youth events conditions: obligation for youth ministers to come to the event & meet the young delegation, evaluation of events and feedback (follow-up) at next meeting: progress report
- One person working on youth affairs in every general directory & in every commission (ensuring youth friendliness) 

Question 3 

1. Ensure youth participation on EU-Level (representative) 

· Quotas 
·  Lowering voting age 

· Right to be elected at same age as voting age 

· Official statistics on how many young people are represented in national and European parliaments 

2. The Youth Proofing article (executive: NYC) – additional: obligatory consultation of youth in decision-making processes 

3. Implementation 

· Cross-sectoral: Youth chapters in governmental programs 

· Official results of evaluation and progress 

· Youth ombudsmen 

· Youth coordinators 

· commissions 

4. Youth organizations must be strengthened (support of funding (e.g. Youth in Action budget), programs etc.), sustainability of support should be guaranteed! 

Suggestion for workshop: 
Introduction 
The workshop could begin with an introduction of each of the participants’ following details: 

• name, 

• country of origin 

• organization being represented 

• mention of something about themselves or something they liked 

Questions and possible Conclusions: 
1. How can young people participate in the shaping of the future of Europe? 
• Participation goes hand in hand with Active Citizenship 

• There are existing tools to facilitate the above i.e. Youths in the decision making process and in policy making, however these tools do not necessarily work to their full effect 

• Some of the tools available are the following: 

· CoE Directive on Participation of young people on a local and regional level 

· The Open Method of Co-ordination – Participation, Information and a Better knowledge and understanding of youths 

· UN working program for Action for Youth 

• Event though there are these tools at hand there is a lack of political commitment as to their being implemented 

• There is a lack of means and resources promulgating these tools 

• There is a problem with consultation with Youths by the Authorities, it not being a dialogue process, there therefore has to be a move towards such 

• This dialogue is promoted by the European Youth Pact as well as Plan D 

2. How can Youth and Authorities work together in the shaping of the Future of Europe? 
• This can be reached through Dialogue, having Youths in cross-sectoral policy making. By ‘cross sectoral’ is meant policies not solely associated with Youths but other relevant policies. 

• In policy making there should be an equal representation of Youths, Researchers and the Executive, thus having informed policies that do not solely meet political objectives. 

3. What participative practices could be developed to create a cross sectoral and coherent approach to European Youth Policies? 
• European Youth policy does not enjoy full implementation in EU member states 

• This question deals with a as to how European Youth Policy’s implementation can be envisaged 

The facilitator, having placed the questions on flip chart paper could invite the participants to think about each question and list their ideas on the papers, this so as to have an initial starting point for further discussions. 
This having been done, the facilitator then coul go on to read the points put down under each question. 
The facilitator then could go on to divide the participatns into sub working groups of about six people each, who would tackle each question more closely in a close knit discussion. Each sub group would then present their conclusions to the entire working group. 
Possible Conclusions 
Question 1: How can young people participate in the shaping of the future of Europe? 
· By having a proactive attitude and acting as European Citizens with a strong feeling of belonging 

· By improving educational abilities and information and communication tools 

· By using a consultation process at all levels, based on an open and transparent dialogue 

· Young people should participate actively mainly through youth organizations improving the socio-professional integration 

· Youths should commit themselves, all around Europe, to a close co-operation with public authorities in the decision making process at all levels. 

· By Voting 

· Existing structures at a national and European level, for Youth participation should continue to be promoted and strengthened, and where these do not exist they should be established. On a European level it has to be made clearer as to who these structures are targeting and what they aim to achieve 

· Establishment of regional and local councils 

· Promotion of Participation in formal education through debate, discussions, projects, mock voting and such like. 

· Financial support should be given to promote youth’s active involvement through debates and reflection on the Future of Europe 

· Youths should be involved more on a local level 

· By lowering the voting age and combining this with Political Education in formal education using informal methods 

· A direct commitment should be envisaged and established, by National   Governments and European Institutions, with regards to the inclusion of Youth in the decision making process, as well as there having to be an adequate communication of said commitment 

· Through the promotion and furtherance of the European YOUTH programme 
· Age Quotas should be introduced, there are questions if it should be done by law 

· Voting age for all elections should be from the age of 16 ad people should be allowed to run for elections from 16 years of age. 

· The reason behind this is to increase participation in the political process, 

· That in many countries at the age of 16 youths finish they compulsory formal education 

· Youths are maturing more quickly 

· E.g. In some EU member states one can marry at 17 and can’t vote till 18 

· Ends the disparity between voting age and running for elections, and this is to be seen in context of active citizenship 

· National education ministers should introduce active citizenship discipline into the curriculum from primary level onwards, which would focus on ways for young people to fully participate in community life, according to their age 

· Young people should participate in debate about things that interest them, organise and participate in elections on those issues, elections on school excursions and trips, 

· Children’s rights should be a key to this part of the curriculum 

· In Secondary level youths should partake in voluntary work, NGOs, charities, community/environmental groups. They should also organise and participate in school council elections 

· International / National Politics compulsory course at secondary level should be introduced 

· Education stimulates participation in YNGOs and National Youth Council’s through school co-operation and evaluation 

Question 2: How can Youth and Authorities work together in the shaping of the Future of Europe? 
· Education starting at a young age, that promotes the generation of ideas and opinions, thus in turn generating Active Citizenship 

· More non-formal, regional and less affiliated education 

· Making communication about Participatory action more transparent and direct, starting at the closest level to Youths possible and bringing it down to their specific interests 

· Educating ministries and decision makers through formal and non-formal learning processes, to generate effective ideas ad listen to and take in the ideas and suggestions of relevant organisations and individuals. 

· Authorities should give more of an ‘ear’ to NGOs and representative bodies. 

· Giving youth structures/ councils official partnership status at local, national and European level i.e. an official Europe wide law that would recognise said structures as civic partners 

· Youth structures and National Youth Councils should be given recognition as consultative bodies. 

· An age quota should be set for all levels of governance – local, national and European 

· Informal and formal meetings with politicians/ policy makers and youths should be held regularly, so as each might listen and take note of ideas, suggestions, complaints etc. 

· Youths should get involved in NGOs as due to togetherness and force of numbers, convincing authorities that dialogue is necessary, would be easier 

· There should be respect and equal partnership with authorities and Youth organisations 

· Dialogue should be transparent and goal oriented 
· Giving youth structures and NYC structured partnership with Gov both on a European Wide and National level 

· An official Europe wide law should be implemented that would recognise the social partnership 

· Official Recognition of Social partnership in Policy creation 

· Local Youth Councils 

· If no Youth Structures exist they should be created 

· Material that authorities send out are Youth proofed and accessible ( goes more with question 3) 

Question 3: What participative practices could be developed to create a cross sectoral and coherent approach to European Youth Policies? 
· There should be cross sectoral committees in which youths may be participatory members 

· NGOs and National Youth Council’s should be consulted and participate in decision making processes, as well as the evaluation of such 

· Education should start involving, educating and developing an interest in social policy at a young age 

· Information should be provided 

· Possibilities for participation should be created, such as project funding, workshops, debates etc… 

· Authorities should seek to have an independent evaluation of key policies – always ask youths 

· Every law/ policy in the process of being passed on a governmental level, should be amended in the light of its effects on youths in the long term 

· Youths should have equal participation on local and regional council committees 

· There should be a Youth Quota in Elections 

· Simulation exercises and games of plenary or parliamentary sessions participated in by Youths, should have a direct effect on Ministerial, Decision making and policy levels 

· Government funded projects conducted by Youths aught to have a direct effect on public sectors 

· Inter- departmental working practices on a governmental level should be used as a model of best practice in this respect. 

· Youths should be trained to effect active citizenship, this could be done through peer to peer education. These youths should also be compensated for say travel costs, education

· A pact for dialogue 

o Done on a European level and implementable on a national level 

o Provides information 

o Best practices implementation ideas 

o Existing structures being used to the optimum 

o Constant re-evaluation 

o Leads to Partnership for dialogue and evaluation 

o Creation of a partnership with NGOs, social services and service providers that: 

· Have partnership committees 

· Reporting 

· Access and structure to information 

· Monitoring
· Structured evaluation and quality indictors 

· Research into youth issues 

