EU Funds for Youth, by Zorica Garić


The YOUTH programme, covering the period 2000-2006 has stimulated debate between the Member States on the development of a real youth policy. In fact, in this field, from any form of harmonisation of the legislative and regulatory provisions of the Member States is excluded, with the exception of the programmes concerning youth or youth organisations. 

Youth programmes were born following a wide-ranging consultation at national and European levels, and following the White Paper " A new impetus for European youth " that was published on 21 November 2001. 
This paper constituted a response to young people's strong disaffection with the traditional forms of participation in public life and called on young Europeans to become active citizens. 

The adoption of the European Youth Pact by the European Council in March 2005 coincided with the end of the first cycle of implementation of the White Paper. The measures and actions proposed in this pact were built on the European strategies for employment and social inclusion and on the " Education and training 2010 " work programme. The main aim is to improve the instruction, training, mobility, employability and social inclusion of young Europeans, while facilitating the reconciliation of work and family life. 

The Commission set up an executive agency in 2005 to manage part of the Community programmes in the area of education, audiovisual media and education. 

Today, a programme YOUTH IN ACTION exists for the period 2007-2013
	
	Youth in Action (Education, Training and Youth)
Youth in Action is the Programme the European Union has set up for young people. It aims to inspire a sense of active European citizenship, solidarity and tolerance among young Europeans and to involve them in shaping the Union's future. It promotes mobility within and beyond the EU's borders, non-formal learning and intercultural dialogue, and encourages the inclusion of all young people, regardless of their educational, social and cultural background: Youth in Action is a Programme for all.

Action 1 - Youth for Europe
· Sub-Action 1.1 - Youth Exchanges – offer an opportunity for groups of young people from different countries to meet and learn about each other’s cultures. The groups plan together their Youth Exchange around a theme of mutual interest. 
· Sub-Action 1.2 - Youth Initiatives – support group projects designed at local, regional and national level. They also support the networking of similar projects between different countries, in order to strengthen their European aspect and to enhance cooperation and exchanges of experiences between young people.

· Sub-Action 1.3 - Youth Democracy Projects – support young people’s participatio

Action 2 – European Voluntary Service:
The aim of the European Voluntary Service is to support young people's participation in various forms of voluntary activities, both within and outside the European Union. Under this Action, young people take part individually or in groups in non-profit, unpaid activities.

Action 3 – Youth in the World
· Sub-Action 3.1 - Cooperation with the Neighbouring Countries of the European Union – supports projects with Neighbouring Partner Countries, namely Youth Exchanges and Training and Networking Projects in the youth field.

· Sub-Action 3.2 - Cooperation with Other Countries of the World – cooperation in the youth field, in particular the exchange of good practice with Partner Countries from other parts of the world. It encourages exchanges and training of young people and youth workers, partnerships and networks of youth organisations. 

Action 4 – Youth Support Systems  
· Sub-Action 4.1 - Support to bodies active at European level in the youth field – supports the operation of non-governmental organisations active at European level in the youth field that pursue a goal of general European interest (ENGOs). Their activities must contribute to young people's participation in public life and society and the development and implementation of European cooperation activities in the youth field in the broadest sense. 

· Sub-Action 4.2 - Support to the European Youth Forum – supports the ongoing activities of the European Youth Forum. 

· Sub-Action 4.3 - Training and networking of those active in youth work and youth organizations – supports the training of those active in youth work and youth organisations, in particular the exchange of experiences, expertise and good practice as well as activities which may lead to long-lasting quality projects, partnerships and networks.

· Sub-Action 4.4 - Projects encouraging innovation and quality – supports projects aimed at introducing, implementing and promoting innovative approaches in the youth field. 

· Sub-Action 4.5 - Information activities for young people and those active in youth work and youth organizations – supports activities at European and national level which improve young people’s access to information and communication services and increase the participation of young people in the preparation and dissemination of user-friendly, targeted information products. It also supports the development of European, national, regional and local youth portals for the dissemination of specific information for young people. 

· Sub-Action 4.6 – Partnerships – for the funding of partnerships in order to develop long-term projects which combine various measures in the Programme. 

· Sub-Action 4.7 - Support for the structures of the Programme – funds the management structures of the Programme, in particular the National Agencies.

· Sub-Action 4.8 - Adding to the value of the Programme – used by the Commission to fund seminars, colloquia and meetings to facilitate the implementation of the Programme and the dissemination and exploitation of its result

Action 5 – Support for European cooperation in the youth field: 
· Sub-Action 5.1 - Meetings of young people and those responsible for youth policy – supports cooperation, seminars and Structured Dialogue between young people, those active in youth work and those responsible for youth policy. 

· Sub-Action 5.2 - Support for activities to bring about better knowledge of the youth field – supports the identification of existing knowledge relating to the priorities in the youth field, established in the framework of the Open Method of Coordination. 

· Sub-Action 5.3 - Co-operation with international organizations – used to support the European Union’s cooperation with international organizations working in the youth field, in particular the Council of Europe, the United Nations or its specialized institutions.

Eligibility: Young people (13-30), public organisations, youth workers, NGOs working in the field of youth.

Funding area: EU Member States, EFTA/EEA Countries, Turkey, Western Balkans

Grants: 
Permanent actions (3 deadlines a year: 01/02/2010, 01/06/2010, and 01/09/2010)

· Action 1.1 - Youth Exchanges

· Action 1.3 - Youth Democracy Projects Thematic Networking

· Action 2 - European Voluntary Service (EVS)

· Action 3.1 - Cooperation with the Neighbouring Countries of the European Union

· Action 4.3 - Training and networking of those active in youth work and youth organization

· Action 5.1 - Meetings of young people and those responsible for youth policy

Additional information: 
· European Commission – Youth
· List of National Agencies
· The Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency, responsible for the implementation of the centralised strands of the Youth in Action Programme and specific calls for proposals


	  
	EU funding: Lifelong learning 

Lifelong Learning Programme (Education, Training and Youth)
Support for programs which encourage cooperation, exchange, and mobility in education and training and lifelong learning. It also promotes the learning of languages and other innovative practices. There are four sub-programmes focusing on different stages of education and training and continuing previous programmes:

· Comenius – targeted to general education activities concerning schools up to and including upper-secondary level. 

· Erasmus – for the promotion of education and advanced training activities at higher education level. 

· Leonardo da Vinci – for vocational education and training 

· Grundtvig – aims to provide adults with ways to improve their knowledge and skills, keeping them mentally fit and potentially more employable. It not only covers learners in adult education, but also the teachers, trainers, education staff and facilities that provide these services. These include relevant associations, counselling organisations, information services, policy-making bodies and others involved in lifelong learning and adult education at local, regional and national levels, such as NGOs, enterprises, voluntary groups and research centres. 

Eligibility: Educational institutions, students, teachers, individuals seeking training, associations and organizations working in the relevant areas. 

Grants:
· Comenius, Grundtvig: In-service Training: first deadline: 15 January 2010 - further deadlines: 30 April 2010, 15 September 2010 

· Erasmus: Intensive Programmes (IP), Students mobility for studies and placements (including the Erasmus consortium placement certificate) and Staff mobility (teaching assignments and staff training)

· Grundtvig: Assistantships, Senior Volunteering Projects
· Transversal Programme
· Transversal Programme: Key activity 1 - Study visits: first deadline: 31 March 2010 - second deadline: 15 October 2010 

Additional information: 
· European Commission – Lifelong Learning Programme overview
· The Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency – Lifelong Learning
· Lifelong Learning Programme - Call for proposals 2010
  

	
	


