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Education in Post-modernity
Summary
West civilization in the time of modernity (from French revolution 1789) developed science, enlightenment, rationalism, industrial society, but in same time nationalism, militarism, patriarchy, environment devastation and permanent wars around the world. Post-modernity is new paradigm which start with student and antiwar movement 1968, and it is antithesis to modernity. Post-modernity is the end of “big stories” and ideologies (like liberalism, conservatism and socialism), particular truths and objective science. It affirms subjective narration, cooperation, peace activities, feminism and creativity.

 In education it means theoretical pluralism instead theoretical confrontation. For example if we talk about child, who are in normal family condition, we will use behaviorist approach: we will support child behavior which is social acceptable and we will not support behavior which is danger for child. If we have a child who is upset in some needs (parents’ love for example) better will be humanistic approach. Different is if we try to help a child with traumatic experience. Psychoanalytic theory will be adequate in this case. Every theory is part of truth and education has to be open for all of them and a lot of new.

Instead of closed curriculum which decides what we will learn in teaching process open curriculum has next characteristics:

· The goals are only orientation in learning process.
· Important is teachers’ and students’ experience.

· Result of learning process becomes through common activities concrete individuals. 

· Evaluation is not teacher control then cause for critic analyze and deeper experience.  
Open curriculum gives a chance for open dialogue about all what we learn in schools. Students can with their teachers talk about how some values and contents depend of interest particular social groups and that it can be changed. They can write letters to people who decide and suggest them some changes. For example students can analyze haw oft are in their text books men and women and which roles they have. They can analyze negative attitudes to other nations too. On this way they will recognize patriarchal and nationalistic attitudes and they can initiate the changes. Post-modern time is unstable time and it needs critical and creative answers clever young people. [image: image1.png]









